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Background & Methodology
In October 2018, The Canadian Wind Energy Association (CanWEA) contracted Insightrix Research Inc. (Insightrix) to conduct a
province-wide poll on Saskatchewan residents’ perceptions of wind energy.
A total of 806 randomly-selected SaskWatch Research® panel members from Saskatchewan participated in the online research
study between October 31 to November 4, 2018. Quotas were set by age and region to match the general population of the
province. As the research is conducted online, it is considered to be a non-probability proportion sample and therefore, margins of
error are not applicable.
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18 to 34

15%

122

15%

120

<1%

3

30%

245

178

35 to 54

17%

138

17%

140

0%

0

34%

278

39%

316

55+

17%

133

19%

150

0%

0

35%

283

100%

806

Total

49%

393

51%

410

0%

3

100%

806

SaskWatch Research®
Insightrix started developing the SaskWatch Research® online market research panel in October 2007, using high-quality
techniques including telephone recruitment and referrals from existing panel members. Presently, there are over 15,000 active
panel members representing all regions of the province, and distributions of the general population. The panel membership closely
matches the 2016 Census based on age, gender, household composition, household income and education.
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Reporting Notes
•

Data have been rounded to zero decimal places, and as such, percentages may not add up to precisely 100% on some graphs.

•

Open-ended questions have been themed and coded into categories. The percentages from individual codes could total more
than 100%, as comments from each respondent could be relevant to more than one code.

•

Questions that have multiple response options will result in percentages that could add up to more than 100%.

•

Significant differences have been highlighted in this report with a ▲ or ▼. A standard alpha value of less than 0.05 is
considered statistically significant. This means there is less than a 5% chance the results would have occurred by chance.

•

In some cases, themes have been organized into “Net themes” based on overarching commonalities in the content of
responses (i.e., positive or negative mentions). The percentages of individual codes will add up to more than the Net total, as
multiple comments from each respondent are possible within each Net.

•

Where applicable, open-ended comments are included throughout the report.
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Most residents are supportive of wind energy developments, with slightly stronger support noted for
policies encouraging wind energy than the development of wind energy near their communities.

Support and Opposition for Government Policies that Encourage
the Development of Wind Energy in Saskatchewan
Strongly support or Somewhat support

Strongly oppose
Not sure

78%

Strongly support

41%

Somewhat support

Somewhat oppose

Strongly support or Somewhat support

84%

Strongly support

Somewhat oppose or Strongly oppose

Support and Opposition for the Development of
Wind Farms Near Your Community

37%

Somewhat support

43%

41%

Somewhat oppose or Strongly oppose

8%

Somewhat oppose

5%

Strongly oppose

3%

Not sure

8%

A1. Please indicate the degree to which you support or oppose the following. Base: All respondents, n=806.
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Residents in the 18 to 34 year old age range are notably stronger supporters of having
wind energy developed near their community than residents 55 and older.
Support and Opposition of Wind Energy by Age Range
Government Policies that Encourage the
Development of Wind Energy in Saskatchewan
18 to 34
44%

40%39%

39%42%

35 to 54

18 to 34

55+

48%

44%▲
36%
30%▼

4% 5% 6%
Strongly support

The Development of Wind Farms Near Your Community

Somewhat support Somewhat oppose

35 to 54

55+

48%▲
41%
34%▼

8% 8% 8%

1% 4% 3%
Strongly support

Strongly oppose

Somewhat support Somewhat oppose

*Not sure responses are not shown.
A1. Please indicate the degree to which you support or oppose the following. Base: All respondents, n=806.
1. Into which of the following age ranges do you fall? Base: All respondents, n=806.
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Those in Regina and Saskatoon, as well as those who have achieved higher levels of education are more
likely to be strong supporters of wind energy developments.
Support and Opposition of Wind Energy by Region

Support and Opposition of Wind Energy by Education Level
Government Policies that Encourage the
Development of Wind Energy in Saskatchewan

Government Policies that Encourage the
Development of Wind Energy in Saskatchewan
51%▲ 48%▲
33%▼

35%▼

Strongly support

45%

40% 36%

Somewhat support
North

41%45%▲
32%▼

48%

Regina

9%▲
6% 4%
2%▼

4%▲
0%▼ 3% 2%

Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

Saskatoon

Strongly support

31%

34%

42% 42%

38%

South

29%

Strongly support

Somewhat support
North

*Not sure responses are not shown.

Regina

6%

9% 9%

Somewhat oppose
Saskatoon

Somewhat support

5% 6% 5%

4% 2% 2%

Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

The Development of Wind Farms Near Your Community

42%

9%

41% 43%

High school or less
Some technical school or college/some university
Completed University degree/ technical or college diploma

The Development of Wind Farms Near Your Community
42% 40%

47%

5% 4% 4% 7%

38% 40%

Strongly support

42% 43% 40%

Somewhat support

6% 6% 10%

7% 4% 5%

Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

High school or less
Some technical school or college/some university
Completed University degree/ technical or college diploma

Strongly oppose

South

A1. Please indicate the degree to which you support or oppose the following. Base: All respondents, n=806.
PC. What are the first three digits of your postal code? Base: All respondents, n=806.
Z5. What is the highest level of education you have achieved? Base: All respondents, n=806.
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Those who oppose the development of wind energy near their community are most likely to be opposed
due to perceived noise pollution, followed by potential harm to wildlife and concerns regarding the cost
effectiveness of this technology.
Reasons for Opposing the Development of Wind
Farms Near Respondent Communities
(Open-Ended Question)

Noise pollution/loud
Harmful to birds, bats, etc.

23%

Not cost effective/waste of money

15%

Not reliable enough/inefficient

15%

Health affects/risks to humans

15%

Should not be near populated areas/close to residential

8%

Not windy enough

7%

Wind energy is not environmentally friendly/green

5%

Generally disagree

4%

Don’t know/no comment

Noise, potential harm to birds.

19%

Look bad/eyesore

Other

They have a bad reputation of noise pollution.
The wind farms west of Swift Current appear
to be in the middle of nowhere. And if so, that
is the appropriate place for them.

38%

7%

Too expensive and short life
span for what you get. Noisy if
it is close to a residence.

Because it seems like a waste of
government money since our
population is so little… maybe [there is
a] lack of education as to how it could
benefit our area.

They kill a lot of birds and also
cause noise pollution. I would
prefer solar power.

Not a real efficient way to make
power. Disturb bird patterns
and kill many birds.

Wind farms are inefficient, unreliable
sources of energy that will rarely pay for
themselves before they are falling apart.
Plus they are nowhere near green.

Create noise and visual pollution that
distort the natural beauty of Saskatchewan
and produce inconsistent energy.

The possible effects on a
person’s health and the health of
the wildlife population.

4%

A2. Why do you oppose the development of wind farms near your community? Base: Respondents who oppose the development of wind farms near their community, n=110.

7

the art of research™

The most widely-noted benefits of wind energy are its environmental benefits, the fact that it is renewable, its role as a
solution for reducing fossil fuel use, and its potential for savings in power costs.
Perceived Benefits of Wind Energy
(Open-Ended Question)

Better for environment/clean energy/no emissions

48%

Renewable resource/unlimited

24%

Alternative to/reduce use of fossil fuel (i.e., coal, gas, etc.)

20%

Cheap/less costly/save money
Windy province
Free energy

19%
7%
4%

Creates jobs/good for economy

3%

Drawbacks comments

<1%

Other
None/nothing
Don’t know/no comment

7%

It may reduce the reliance on fossil
fuels and thus reduce pollution.

It is better for our environment.
Oil and gas energy causes a lot
of problems for the earth.

Renewable resource unlike coal.
And also clean, not like coal.

Lower greenhouse gas
emissions, renewable resource,
environmentally safe, can be
used almost anywhere.

Fewer carbon emissions and
should produce a lower end
consumer cost.

We have a lot of wind in SK. It is
a way to create power that is
easy on the environment.

3%

A3. What do you believe are the benefits of wind energy? Base: All respondents, n=806.
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Use of a renewable resource
with potential for much
lower carbon emissions.

From what I understand, using
wind energy reduces the cost for
power. It is also clean.

Taking advantage of a very, very windy
province. Thinking it would be more
efficient and environmentally friendly.

Diversity in energy, environmentally
friendly, and beneficial for jobs.

6%

Fuel is free, no spills, no fumes or
contamination of ground water.

It's green energy, so better for the
environment. Little pollution and I find
the turbines to be pretty looking.
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The perceived drawbacks of wind energy are much more fragmented than the benefits. Again,
perceptions of noise pollution and potential harm to wildlife are the most frequently reported drawbacks.
Perceived Drawbacks of Wind Energy
(Open-Ended Question)

Noise pollution/loud

20%

Harmful to birds/wildlife

19%

Cost to set up/infrastructure

14%

Not reliable enough/inefficient

11%

Cost/expensive-unspecific

9%

Space needed/size

9%

Look bad/eyesore

9%

Cost to maintain/upkeep

7%

Affects on environment/climate

5%

Health affects/risks to humans

4%

Benefits comments

2%
1%

Other

7%

None/nothing

7%

Don’t know/no comment

Bird populations, nearby population
health due to electricity generation.

13%

Shortage of wind

Storing excess energy/battery technology

They hurt wildlife (mainly birds), take up a
lot of space for relatively little energy
generated, and they break down a lot.
Some people think they're eyesores or very
noisy but I disagree on those points.

I suppose the noise and
wildlife interference.

Need high wind areas. Migratory bird
paths often cross high wind areas.
Potential for noise. Cost to invest.

Vibration in the earth which restricts them to
certain areas with accessible bedrock. Don't
know what SK offers. I have visited a wind
farm in Ontario and there is a lot of sound
pollution and reports of mysterious maladies
among people living near these farms.

The initial cost would probably
be a drawback, and I’m not sure
how well they would survive a
Saskatchewan winter.

Noise in urban areas, impacts
on wildlife, creation of microecological changes due to wind
pattern disruptions?

Energy produced is variable, and
requires backstop power storage
(batteries) and generation (natural gas or
other quick-response technologies).

13%

A4. What do you believe are the drawbacks of wind energy? Base: All respondents, n=806.
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Cost is definitely a factor
and space to develop the
wind power, possibly.

Large amount of turbines
needed for a small
amount of energy.

Initial start up costs that always seem
to be passed onto the consumer
whether we are for or against a project.
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Key Findings
•

Most Saskatchewan residents are supportive of wind energy developments, with stronger support noted for policies
encouraging wind energy than the development of wind energy near their communities.

•

While the level of support is high across all demographics, differences exist in the degree to which select demographics
support wind energy developments, with 18 to 34 year old residents, those who live in larger city centres, and those who have
achieved higher levels of education being the strongest supporters.

•

The most widely-noted benefits of wind energy are its environmental benefits, the fact that wind energy is renewable, its role as
a solution for reducing fossil fuel use, and its potential for savings in power costs.

•

The most widely-noted reasons for opposition to wind energy development include perceived noise pollution, potential harm
to wildlife, and concerns regarding the cost effectiveness of this technology, reliability and potential adversary health effects on
humans.

10

